(Date)
Dear ……

I am very concerned about the proposed cuts to education that are in Governor Paterson’s budget proposal.  Over the past ten years, school communities in New York State have worked diligently to improve student performance and maintain safe environments for students.  I am writing to strongly express my concern that the current proposal for school aid will force all school districts, including the Hudson City School District, to eliminate entire programs.
I believe that it is a misunderstanding that school districts can simply cut back and be able to maintain current programs and academic achievement under Governor Paterson’s proposal.  This simply is not the case.  Last year, Hudson eliminated five positions due to the reduction in education funding.  With the current proposal to reduce state aid to Hudson by 1.3 million dollars, the district will be forced to eliminate dozens of teaching and non-teaching positions for the 2010-2011 school year.  Please understand that a school district must continue to meet contractual obligations, increases in health insurance, increases in equipment and supplies, and the increasing cost of retirement contributions, among other increasing costs.

Public schools are a source of pride for communities.  Further reductions in state and federal funding will take opportunities away from students.  A reduction in programs and opportunities may reduce test scores, increase drop-out rates, and contribute to juvenile delinquency.

New York State has delivered a strong message to educators that they must be fiscally responsible.  We have done so.  The Hudson City School District has trimmed budgets and eliminated positions over the past two years.  Now, any further reductions can only come from eliminating entire programs and taking away opportunities for students.  It is a struggle when class sizes have increased and available staff time to work with students decreases.  Our student populations have become more diverse, educational standards have risen, and our school districts will no longer have the funding to maintain student performance results if further reductions occur.
I am asking you to share my concerns with your colleagues and seek alternate sources of funding to supplement the current funding of public education.

Sincerely,

