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Defining a community  
• What is a community? 
• How is school a community? 
• How are communities alike and different? 
• How do people & communities help each 

other? 
Mapping the Community 
• What is the purpose of maps? 
• What attributes on a map help us understand 

how to read it? 
• Are there different kinds of maps? 
Community Histories & Resources: 
• How have communities changed over time? 
• What is the difference between a want and a 

need? 
• What are the resources in the community?  
• How are needs & wants used to shape 

community life? 
What is citizenship? 
What is a citizen? What is citizenship? 
How do communities make decisions? 
Culmination: 
• How do citizens talk about their communities?  
• What stories do they tell, what info do they 

share? 
• How do they share that info & those stories 

with people from other communities? 
 

Defining a community: 
• What is a Community from A-Z 
• A Bird’s Eye View 
• Photos, posters, diagrams, charts on 

“Sights I saw” community wall  
• Photos & articles in local papers 
Mapping the Community: 
• Me on the Map 
• Mapping Penny’s World 
• Map Scales 
• Maps & charts of all kinds 
• The Big Orange Splot 
Community Histories & 
Resources: 
• The Big Green Pocketbook 
• Ox Cart Man 
• The Ice House 
• Basket Moon 
• When I was Little 
• The House of Maple Street 
• Uncle Jed’s Barbershop 
Folk tales, Native American histories 
What is citizenship? 
House Mouse, Senate Mouse 
 
Culmination: 
Analyze wide variety of 
informational brochures  

• Complete Venn diagrams 
comparing characteristics of 
rural, urban & suburban 
communities 

• Construct map of room, to 
scale; create model houses 

• Make up riddles & songs of 
careers that provide goods & 
services 

• Lists of observations about 
different kinds of charts & 
maps 

• Create list poems of sights in 
certain areas or of goods & 
services provided by 
community 

• Explore concept of timeline by 
mapping months & holiday 
celebrations 

• Map Hudson’s history on 
timeline displaying events & 
associated pictures 

• Chart differences between 
characters in a book 

• Chart essential elements of 
informational brochures 

• Create brochure for 
informational purposes 

• Take data-gathering 
community walks/field trips 

• Chart, analyze & discuss 
similarities & differences 
between communities 

• Discuss illustrations & ways 
they’ve changed over time 

• Discuss & analyze charts, 
starting with the phrase, “All 
maps have…” 

• Build maps & models in 
collaborative groups 

• Discuss concept of timeline  
• Discuss units of time & 

measurement 
• Hold Mock Debate over a 

“classroom law.” 
• Brainstorm wants & needs & 

ways wants & needs are 
addressed (or not) by 
resources (or their scarcity) 

• Discuss roles of historic time 
& geographic circumstances 
in relation to wants, needs, & 
resources  

• Listen to & ask questions of 
guest speakers on Career Day 
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Oceans & Local Waters 
• How do the oceans shape our 

lives? 
• Where is our water? Where is 

it going? Where has it been? 
Plants 
• How are plants important to 

us? 
• What are life cycle changes?  
• What is interdependency, and 

what does it have to do with 
plants & animals? 

Ecology 
• Why is it important to take 

care of our earth? 
• What have we done in the past 

that has been harmful to the 
earth? 

• How does recycling help? 
Geology & Physical Science 
• What is inside our earth? 
• What are rocks? 
• How were different landforms 

created? 
• How were rocks created? How 

can we classify rocks? 
 

Common to all units: 
• Read alouds 
• Shared reading 
• Poetry:  recitation, imagery, vocabulary building, 

word study 
• Explore informational texts for research report 
• Writer’s workshop 
• Magic Bus series 
Resources: 
Oceans & Local Waters 
Library books & videos, Internet 
Whales Amazing Animals of the 
Sea 
Treasures in the Sea World of Jacque Cousteau 
All About Turtles What do Sharks Do? 
Swimmy Strange Animals of the Sea 
House for Hermit Crab Deserts Beneath the Sea 
Thomas Locker books 
Plants 
Jack’s Garden Flower Garden 
Tops & Bottoms From Seed to Plant 
Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf Jack & the Beanstalk 
Predicting with Plants The Tiny Seed 
The Reason for a Flower Ms. Rumphius 
Growing Things Videos—plant series 
Ecology 
Analyze characters in The Lorax 
Every Day is Earth Day Brother Eagle, Sister Sky 
Earth Day 50 Simple Things Kids Can 
The Lorax do to Save the World 
The Wump World The Great Kapok Tree 
A River Runs Wild On the Day You Were Born 
Miss Rumphius Earth Dance 

Common to all units: 
• Projects at workboard centers:  

listening, art, science, social 
studies, poetry, writing, word 
study 

• Writer’s workshop 
• Shared writing  
Oceans & Local Waters  
• Map of oceans & Hudson 

River 
• Classroom newspaper 
• Research report 
Plants 
• Classroom newspaper 
• Journal 
• Model 
• Record keeping (Measure & 

Graph, Chart, Tally, Label) 
• Diagram 
• Draw state stamp 
• Continue “Tiny Seed Travels” 

story 
Ecology 
• Classroom newspaper 
• Persuasive Letter 
• Alternative Ending story 
• Character grid 
• Venn diagram to compare 

characters, actions, genres 
 
 

Common to all units: 
• Read alouds 
• Shared reading 
• Poetry recitation 
• Shared writing 
• Individual, partner & group 

listening & speaking activities 
at art, science, reading & math 
centers 

 
Ecology 
• Report on recyclable object 
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(see previous page) 
 

Resources: 
Geology & Physical Sciences 
Magic School Bus Inside the 
Earth 
Magic School Bus Inside a 
Volcano 
Magic School Bus Inside the 
Earth 
(CD – Perry) 
Earthquakes, Volcanoes 
I Can Read About Fossils 
Sun, Wind, Rain – McMillan 
 

Geology & Physical Sciences  
• Earth model 
• Poster & chart activity 
• Colored & labeled outline of 

earth’s layers 
• Venn diagram comparing & 

contrasting two types of rocks 

(see previous page) 
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(for details on Ecology & Geology, see 
“The Environment” theme, above) 
 
Senses 
How do our senses help us in daily 
life? 
If you didn’t have all five senses, 
how would your life be different? 
 
Weather 
How does weather affect our daily 
lives? 
What causes different kinds of 
weather? 
 
 

(for details on Ecology & Geology, see “The 
Environment” theme, above) 
Common to all units: 
• Read alouds 
• Shared reading 
• Poetry:  recitation, imagery, vocabulary 

building, word study 
• Explore informational texts for research 

report 
• Writer’s workshop 
• Magic School Bus Explores series 
Resources: 
Senses 
My Five Senses Owl Moon 
The Listening Walk Night in the Barn 
Seven Blind Mice Helen Keller 
Scholastic Series, Five Senses 
Sun Song (Kay and Deb) 
Shutterbug & Scholastic Series 
School Bus, poem by Kay Winters 
Weather 
The Cloud Book The Storm Book 
Flash, Thunder, and Roll 
Why Does it Rain? Clouds 
Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain 
Magic School Bus in a Storm 
What Makes Day and Night 
Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs 
Wind Thundercakes 
Weather Words and Weather 
Forecasting 

(for details on Ecology & Geology, 
see “The Environment” theme, 
above) 
Common to all units: 
• Projects at workboard centers:  

listening, art, science, social 
studies, poetry, writing, word 
study 

• Writer’s workshop 
• Shared writing  
Senses 
List poem 
Sketch of natural object & list of related 
sensory details 
Weather 
• Classroom newspaper: Students 

write short reports of several 
paragraphs 

• Comic 
• Art: Poster 
• Movement:  2 sentences for each 

type of cloud; background music 
• Rap – write a rap song, chart it  
• Research Report: 

1) Students work in pairs, choose 
weather system to research 

2) Work from pre-selected text; 
also get info from the internet 

3) Read and record facts on strips 
of paper in own words 

4) Categorize information 
5) Order facts & paste on paper 
6) Create rough draft, final copy 

& illustrate 
7) Present project to class 

(for details on Ecology & 
Geology, see “The 
Environment” theme, above) 
Common to all units: 
• Read alouds 
• Shared reading 
• Poetry recitation 
• Shared writing 
• Individual, partner & group 

listening & speaking activities 
at art, science, reading & math 
centers 
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• What people & cultures make 
up our communities today? 
How have these changed over 
time? Can we find traces of 
past cultures and traditions in 
our lives today? 

• What stories do people tell 
about themselves, their 
histories, & their 
communities? Why do they tell 
these stories?  

• What are the connections 
between a community’s 
cultures, traditions, & 
resources? 

Black History 
• How have people in the past 

made a difference in our lives 
today? 

• What could you do that would 
change things for others now 
and in the future? 

Native Americans 
• How is life different now 

from long ago? What are 
differences in basic needs & 
wants? 

Folk Tales, Fairy Tales, Tall 
Tales 
• What is real, what is make-

believe? 
• How do you tell the 

difference between kinds of 
stories? 

• What might happen if you 
combined a few characters? 

Common to all units: 
• Read alouds 
• Shared reading 
• Poetry: recitation, imagery, vocabulary building, word study 
• Explore informational texts for research report 
• Writer’s workshop 
• Magic School Bus Explores series 
Resources: 
Black History, Biographies 
Library, Internet 
Harriet Tubman Ruby Bridges 
Almost to Freedom Follow the Drinking Gourd 
My Brother Martin Martin’s Big Words 
Salt in His Shoes Happy Birthday Martin 
Boundless Grace A Chair For My Mother 
The Black Snowman More Than Anything Else 
Native Americans 
Dancing Teepees Legend of Bluebonnet 
Rough Faced Girl Discoveries – Native 
Americans 
Buffalo Woman How the Stars Fell into the Sky 
Corn is Maize The Earth Under Sky Bears Feet 
Hiawatha The Girls Who Loved Wild Horses 
Mud Pony The Gift of the Sacred Dog 
Folk Tales, Fairy Tales, Tall Tales 
Cinderella Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
Aesops Fables Somebody and the Three Blairs 
Red Riding Hood Lon Po Po 
Rough Face Girls Anansi Stories 
Paul Bunyan Johnny Appleseed 
John Henry Pecos Bill 
Frog Prince Congo Boy 
The Talking Eggs Three Billy Goats Gruff 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 
Math Fables (Smith) Halloween Pigs (Drahushuk) 

Common to all units: 
• Projects at workboard 

centers:  listening, art, 
science, social 
studies, poetry, 
writing, word study 

• Writer’s workshop 
• Shared writing  
Black History, 
Biographies 
• T-Charts 
• Buddy 

report/Research 
Native Americans 
• Picture story 
• Reference Chart 
• Teach a craft with 

a written plan with 
directions 

Folk Tales, Fairy 
Tales, Tall Tales 
• Create own fairy tale 

containing character, 
simple plot, setting 

• Compare/contrast 
two stories 

• Use graphic 
organizer for story 
elements 

• Complete story web 
at independent 
listening center 

Common to all units: 
• Read alouds 
• Shared reading 
• Poetry recitation 
• Shared writing 
• Individual, partner & group 

listening & speaking activities 
at art, science, reading & math 
centers 

Black History, Biographies 
• Oral reports (interview 

style) 
Native Americans 
• Teach craft w/ written plan 

& directions 
• Learn & practice sign 

language 
Folk Tales, Fairy Tales, 
Tall Tales 
• Listen to stories in listening 

center & follow along with 
books 

• Read aloud/share with class 
original story. Respond to 
questions & comments 

• Compare story webs with 
those of others; discuss 
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• How can I understand change?  
• How does change affect my life & the 

world around me? 
• Can I be the cause of change, or does 

it just “happen” to me? 
 
This theme, & in some cases the 
questions above, frames not only ELA 
conversations but also conversations 
around the following social studies, 
science, math & 
math/science/technology (MST) topics: 
 

1. World government, economics, 
& geography 

2. Changes in energy & matter, 
weather & living things 

3. Multiple representations of key 
math ideas 

4. Connections among MST & 
their application to patterns of 
change 

• Guided reading 
• Interactive read alouds of picture 

books 
• Literature circles 
• Reader’s notebook 
• Letters to teachers about reading 

(conversations between student & 
teacher about reading, in letter 
form) 

• Author study 
• Genre study 
 
Possible Texts: 
Fiction 
Thundercake 
Owl Moon -- Jane Yolen 
Crysanthemum 
The Doorbell Rang 
Great Kapok Tree 
Non-Fiction 
If I Lived… 
Lifecycle of a Butterfly 
Salt in His Shoes 
Anno’s Counting Book 
Helen Keller – M. Davison 
Poetry 
[coming soon: titles of helpful 
collections] 

Emphasis: Standards 1 & 2 
 
• Writing about character 

change 
• Informational writing in 

content area 
• Personal poetry anthology 

(including acrostic poem & 
other pattern poems) 

• Writer’s notebook 
• Book recommendations 
• Daily writing experiences 

representing variety of genre 
 
 
 

• Guest speakers (community 
members) 

• Author’s chair: Student  
presentation of written 
products 

• Literature circles 
• Choral reading 
• Readers theatre 
• Lecturing, notetaking, 

summarizing, responding 
• Performance before an 

audience (e.g., other 
classmates, parents, faculty 
or other adults)—at least 
once during the school year, 
perhaps but not necessarily 
in connection with this 
particular theme 
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• What is important about having the 
same rights for everyone (equality)? 

• If we believe that everyone is special 
in his or her own way, can we still 
believe that everyone is equal? 

• How does it feel when someone treats 
you as different, as an outsider? 

 
This theme, & in some cases the 
questions above, frames not only ELA 
conversations but also conversations 
around the following social studies, 
science, math & 
math/science/technology (MST) topics: 
 

1. Discussing fairness of cultures 
& civilizations—meeting needs 
& wants 

2. Living & non-living things are 
both similar & different & 
depend on each other to sustain 
life 

3. Use mathematical operations & 
relationships among them to 
understand math 

4. Understand the relationships & 
common themes that connect 
MST & apply to equilibrium & 
stability 

• Guided reading 
• Interactive read alouds of picture books 
• Literature circles 
• Reader’s notebook 
• Letters to teachers about reading 

(conversations between student & teacher 
about reading, in letter form) 

• Author study 
• Genre study 
 
Possible Texts: 
Fiction 
• Goin’ Someplace Special 
• Angel Child, Dragon Child 
• Hundred Penny Box 
• Mr. Lincoln’s Way 
• The Brand New Kid 
 
Non-Fiction 
• I Have a Dream 
  Martin Luther King Jr. 
• If I Lived… 
• Harriet Tubman 
• Stand Up Rosa Parks 
• Jackie Robinson 
• Apple Fractions 
 
Poetry 
[coming soon: titles of helpful collections] 
 
Magazine 
Storyworks 

Emphasis: Standard 1 
 
• “I am the person who” 

poem 
• Posters & cartoons 
• Biographical essay 
• Oral history (write up of 

interview) 

• Guest speakers 
(community members) 

• Author’s chair: Student  
presentation of written 
products 

• Literature circles 
• Choral reading 
• Readers theatre 
• Lecturing, notetaking, 

summarizing, responding 
• Interview for oral history 
• Performance before an 

audience (e.g., other 
classmates, parents, 
faculty or other adults)—
at least once during the 
school year, perhaps but 
not necessarily in 
connection with this 
particular theme 
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• How is life enhanced by opportunity? 
What would a world without opportunity 
be like? 

• What opportunities are so important or so 
exciting that you’re willing to risk 
something for them? 

• What is so important to you that you 
would not want to risk losing it or missing 
it or being without it? 

• What would a world without risk be like? 
 
This theme, & in some cases the questions 
above, frames not only ELA conversations 
but also conversations around the following 
social studies, science, math & 
math/science/technology (MST) topics: 
 

1. World Communities government & 
geography 

2. Community & population of living 
things & choices made 

3. Use mathematical reasoning to 
make conjectures, gather evidence 
& to illustrate exactness in 
everyday life (i.e., probability) 

4. Understand the relationships & 
common themes of math, science, 
& technology & apply to 
optimization 

• Guided reading 
• Interactive read-alouds of picture 

books 
• Literature circles 
• Reader’s notebook 
• Letters to teachers about reading 

(conversations between student 
& teacher about reading, in letter 
form) 

• Author study 
• Genre study 
 
Fictional 
• More Than Anything Else 
• John Henry 
• Owl Moon 
• Pepe the Lamplighter 
• Sarah, Plain & Tall 
• The Secret Soldier 
• Redcoats & Petticoats 
• Little Match Girl 
• Paper Bag Princess 
 
Non-Fiction 
• Immigration 
• Coming to America—B.Wolf 
• A Boy Called Slow 
• Ruby’s Wish 
 
Poetry 
• Celebrations—Byrd Bayller 

Emphasis: Standards 1, 2 & 3 
 
• Report news story that 

highlights risks & 
opportunities 

• Find news photo & describe 
risks & opportunities pictured 

• Construct timelines that 
highlight connections between 
historical periods, key events 
& specific risks & 
opportunities 

• Write original story, creating 
simple plot & setting, with 
characters who have to make a 
decision about risks & 
opportunities 

• Guest speakers 
(community members) 

• Author’s chair: Student  
presentation of written 
products 

• Literature circles 
• Choral reading 
• Readers theatre 
• Lecturing, notetaking, 

summarizing, responding 
• Performance before an 

audience (e.g., other 
classmates, parents, 
faculty or other adults)—
at least once during the 
school year, perhaps but 
not necessarily in 
connection with this 
particular theme 
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• How could I use knowledge of relationships 
to help me understand the world? 

• What personal qualities help or hurt attempts 
to form or keep a relationship? 

• How do you get from here to there? How did 
we get from there to here? 

• Are conflicts & tensions necessary parts of 
relationships? 

• What effects do time & space have on 
relationships? 

 
This theme, & in some cases the questions 
above, frames not only ELA conversations but 
also conversations around the following social 
studies, science, math & 
math/science/technology (MST) topics: 
 

1. My community & communities around 
the world. Comparison of my 
community & the relationship with 
communities around the world   

2. Relationship between living things & 
non-living (i.e., life cycle, solar 
system) 

3. Relationship of numbers & their use in 
the real world (i.e., measurement 
operations) 

4. Understand the relationships & 
concepts of math, science, & 
technology to solve real life problems 

 

• Read & interpret graphs & charts 
• Guided reading 
• Interactive read-alouds of picture 

books 
• Literature circles 
• Reader’s notebook 
• Letters to teachers about reading 

(conversations between student & 
teacher about reading, in letter form) 

 
Fiction 
• Tar Beach-- Faith Ringold 
• Game Day -- Tiki & Ronde Barber 
• Mr. Lincoln’s Way—P. Pollaco 
• Frog & Toad 
• Sister Anne’s Hands 
• Lily’s Crossing 
• Amos & Boris 
• My Rotten, Red-Headed Older 
Brother 
 
Non-Fiction 
• Big Fish, Little Fish 
• Holidays Around the World 
• Teammates 
• China the Culture 
• Recipes 
 
Poetry  
• Heartsongs—Matti Steparek 
 
 

Emphasis: Standards 1, 2 
& 3 
 
• Create original text: a 

dramatic dialogue that 
shows a relationship 
either as it is changing or 
as it is about to change 

• Write or draw a story map 
• Analyze & make a 

judgment about a 
character on the basis of 
that character’s 
relationships with other 
characters in the story 

• As part of an 
informational text for one 
of the content areas, draw 
or construct a graph &/or 
chart that helps illustrate  
relationships 

• Role play dialogue 
between two characters 

• Author’s chair: Student  
presentation of written 
products 

• Literature circles 
• Choral reading 
• Readers theatre 
• Performance before an 

audience (e.g., other 
classmates, parents, 
faculty or other adults)—
at least once during the 
school year, perhaps but 
not necessarily in 
connection with this 
particular theme 
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• How does choice influence responsibility? 
• What’s the relationship between freedom & 

responsibility? 
• What is your (or any individual’s) 

responsibility to “the community”, & what is 
the community’s responsibility to you & other 
individuals? 

• Is education a right or a responsibility? 
 
This theme, & in some cases the questions 
above, frames not only ELA conversations but 
also conversations around the following social 
studies, science, math & 
math/science/technology (MST) topics: 
 

1. Citizenship, economic decision making, 
governments & law 

2. Environmental awareness & the 
continuity of life & connection with 
living things 

3. Mathematical reasoning & operations 
employed to analyze situations 

4. Use of appropriate technologies to 
access, generate, process, & transfer 
information 

 

• Guided reading 
• Interactive read-alouds of 

picture books 
• Literature circles 
• Reader’s notebook 
• Letters to teachers about 

reading (conversations 
between student & teacher 
about reading, in letter form) 

• Author study 
• Genre study 
 
Fiction 
• Patchwork Quilt--V. Flornoy 
• Brave Irene—W. Steig 
• Blue Bonnet 
• Fireflies 
• Morgan’s Zoo 
• Miss Rumphius 
• Keep the Lights Burning, 
Abbie 
 
Non-Fiction 
• Sarah Morton’s Day—Kate 
Waters 
• America’s War of• 
Independence 
• Simple Things Kids Can Do 
to Save the Earth 
• So You Want to be President 
• Five True Dog Stories 
    Margaret Davidson 

Emphasis: Standards 1 & 3 
 
• Persuasive writing 
• Autobiography 

• Guest speakers (community 
members) 

• Author’s chair: Student  
presentation of written 
products 

• Literature circles 
• Choral reading 
• Readers theatre 
• Lecturing, notetaking, 

summarizing, responding 
• Performance before an 

audience (e.g., other 
classmates, parents, faculty 
or other adults)—at least 
once during the school year, 
perhaps but not necessarily 
in connection with this 
particular theme 
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• How can I understand change?  
How can I interpret and analyze 
change? 

• How does change affect my life & 
the world around me? 

• Can I be the cause of change, or 
does it just “happen” to me? 

 
This theme, & in some cases the 
questions above, frames not only ELA 
conversations but also conversations 
around the following social studies, 
science, math & 
math/science/technology (MST) 
topics: 
 

5. Colonial and Revolutionary 
periods, Industrialization and 
urbanization using scientific 
process 

6. Hypotheses about changes 
and experiments with energy 
& matter 

7. Multiple representations of 
key math ideas 

8. Connections among MST & 
their application to patterns of 
change 

• Guided reading 
• Interactive read alouds of picture books 
• Literature circles 
• Reader’s notebook 
• Letters to teachers about reading 

(conversations between student & 
teacher about reading, in letter form) 

• Author study 
• Genre study 
 
Possible Texts: 
Fiction 
• Shoeshine Girl--Clyde Robert Bulla 
• Hundred Penny Box-Sharon Bell Mathis 
• Wumpworld--Bill Deet 
• Walking for Freedom--Richard Kelso 
• Justin and the Best Biscuits in the World 
• My Name is Maria Isabel 
 
Non-Fiction 
• I Have a Dream: The Story of Martin 
Luther King--Margaret Davidson 
• A Pocketful of Goobers--Barbara 
Mitchell 
• History Happened Here 
• Every Living Thing 

Emphasis: Standards 1, 2 & 
3 
 
• Literary analysis paper 

comparing and contrasting 
different characters’ 
reactions to change  

• Informational writing in 
content area 

• Story map 
• Writer’s notebook 
• Book recommendations 
• Daily writing experiences 

representing variety of genre 
• Living History project 
 
 
 

• Guest speakers (community 
members) 

• Author’s chair: Student  
presentation of written 
products 

• Literature circles 
• Choral reading 
• Readers theatre 
• Lecturing, notetaking, 

summarizing, responding 
• Performance before an 

audience (e.g., other 
classmates, parents, faculty 
or other adults)—at least 
once during the school year, 
perhaps but not necessarily 
in connection with this 
particular theme 
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• What is important about having the same 
rights for everyone (equality)? 

• If we believe that everyone is special in 
his or her own way, can we still believe 
that everyone is equal? 

• How does it feel when someone treats you 
as different, as an outsider? 

 
This theme, & in some cases the questions 
above, frames not only ELA conversations 
but also conversations around the following 
social studies, science, math & 
math/science/technology (MST) topics: 
 

i. Evaluation of fairness in local 
history and government 

ii. Particles of matter, continuity of 
structure and function 

iii. Math operations such as inverse 
equivalent operations, fractions, 
division 

5. Relationships and common themes 
that connect math, science, and 
technology and apply to equilibrium 
and stability 

• Guided reading 
• Interactive read alouds of picture 

books 
• Literature circles 
• Reader’s notebook 
• Letters to teachers about reading 

(conversations between student & 
teacher about reading, in letter 
form) 

• Author study 
• Genre study 
 
Possible Texts: 
Fiction 
• F is for Freedom--Ronni Schottr 
• In the Year of the Boar and Jackie 
Robinson--Bette Bao Lord 
• Saving Skye--Jenny Dale 
• Thank You, Mr. Falker 
 
Non-Fiction 
• If Your Name was Changed at 
Ellis Island--Ellen Levine 
• Susan B. Anthony--Lucile Davis 
 

Emphasis: Standard 1 & 3 
 
• Form an opinion or judgment 

about one of the characters in 
your reading and support that 
opinion with evidence from 
the book 

• Formulate 4 types of 
questions about books read  

• Biographical essay 
 

• Guest speakers 
(community members) 

• Author’s chair: Student  
presentation of written 
products 

• Literature circles 
• Choral reading 
• Readers theatre 
• Lecturing, notetaking, 

summarizing, responding 
• Performance before an 

audience (e.g., other 
classmates, parents, 
faculty or other adults)—
at least once during the 
school year, perhaps but 
not necessarily in 
connection with this 
particular theme 
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• How is life enhanced by opportunity? 
What would a world without 
opportunity be like? 

• What opportunities are so important or 
so exciting that you’re willing to risk 
something for them? 

• What is so important to you that you 
would not want to risk losing it or 
missing it or being without it? 

• What would a world without risk be 
like? 

 
This theme, & in some cases the 
questions above, frames not only ELA 
conversations but also conversations 
around the following social studies, 
science, math & 
math/science/technology (MST) topics: 
 

6. New nation and industrial 
growth with urbanization 

7. Matter and energy-opportunity 
to create it 

8. Application of ideas of 
uncertainty to illustrate math 
involves more than exactness 

9. Application of math, science, 
and technology knowledge and 
thinking skills to address real 
life problems 

• Guided reading 
• Interactive read-alouds of picture books 
• Literature circles 
• Reader’s notebook 
• Letters to teachers about reading 

(conversations between student & 
teacher about reading, in letter form) 

• Author study 
• Genre study 
•  
Possible Texts: 
Fiction 
• Peppe the Lamp Lighter--Elisa Bartane 
• Red Coats and Petticoats--Katherine 
Kirkpatrick 
• A Boy Called Slow--Joseph Brucha 
• Fantastic Mr. Fox 
• Her Seven Brothers 
• Dream Wolf 
•Why the Sun & the Moon Live in the Sky 
 
Non-Fiction 
• Simple Things Kids Can do to Save the 
Earth 
• Beat the Story Drum 
• Underground Railroad 
• Behind the Bedroom Wal 
 

Emphasis: Standards 2 & 3 
 
• Create an original 

“pourquoi” tale 
• Compare and evaluate the 

ways that a literary text and 
an informational text treat 
the same historical figure or 
event 

 

• Guest speakers 
(community members) 

• Author’s chair: Student  
presentation of written 
products 

• Literature circles 
• Choral reading 
• Readers theatre 
• Lecturing, notetaking, 

summarizing, responding 
• Performance before an 

audience (e.g., other 
classmates, parents, 
faculty or other adults)—
at least once during the 
school year, perhaps but 
not necessarily in 
connection with this 
particular theme 
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• How could I use knowledge of relationships 
to help me understand the world? 

• What personal qualities help or hurt attempts 
to form or keep a relationship? 

• How do you get from here to there? How did 
we get from there to here? 

• Are conflicts & tensions necessary parts of 
relationships? 

• What effects do time & space have on 
relationships? 

 
This theme, & in some cases the questions 
above, frames not only ELA conversations but 
also conversations around the following social 
studies, science, math & 
math/science/technology (MST) topics: 
 

1. Three worlds meet in America 
(Europe, Native Americans, Africa) 

2. Relationships between physical 
sciences i.e., matter, force, gravity, 
buoyancy, energy and motion, food 
chain 

3. More complex relationship of numbers 
and their use in the real world i.e., 
inverse, properties, how decimal 
relates to fractions 

4. Understanding the concepts of math, 
science, and technology more complex 
systems of thinking, magnitude and 
scale, equilibrium and stability 

 

• Read & interpret graphs & charts 
• Guided reading 
• Interactive read-alouds of picture 

books 
• Literature circles 
• Reader’s notebook 
• Letters to teachers about reading 

(conversations between student & 
teacher about reading, in letter form) 

 
Possible Texts: 
Fiction 
• Sarah Plain & Tall 
• Amber Brown 
• Dear Mr. Henshaw  
• My Rotten, Red  Headed Older 
Brother 
• Shoeshine Girl 
• All Together, One at a Time 
 
Non-Fiction 
• Big Friend, Little Friend 
• Symbiosis Tale 
• Squanto 
   Clyde Bulla 
• Grace the Pirate 
• Stone Fox 
 
 
 

Emphasis: Standards 1, 2 
& 3 
 
• Write a review of a book 

or movie; be sure to 
support you judgment 
with details from the book 
or movie 

• Write a how-to paper, 
explaining a process or 
procedure 

• Analyze & make a 
judgment about a 
character on the basis of 
that character’s 
relationships with other 
characters in the story 

• As part of an 
informational text for one 
of the content areas, draw 
or construct a graph &/or 
chart that helps illustrate  
relationships 

• Role play dialogue 
between two characters 

• Author’s chair: Student  
presentation of written 
products 

• Literature circles 
• Choral reading 
• Readers theatre 
• Performance before an 

audience (e.g., other 
classmates, parents, 
faculty or other adults)—
at least once during the 
school year, perhaps but 
not necessarily in 
connection with this 
particular theme 

• Science Fair exhibition 
and demonstration 
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How do we account for 

humanity’s short memory? 

In spite of all the museums 

& bumper stickers dedicated 

to the “Lest We Forget” 

message, our distant and 

present histories are stained 

with pogrom after pogrom, 

holocaust after holocausts, 

genocide after genocide, 

war after war. Does that 

actually say something 

about humanity’s memory, 

or about its soul? 

Touchstone texts: 

*Lord of the Flies (sacred, all) 

*Night (sacred, all) 

*A Tale of Two Cities (10E option) 

*Othello (Sacred 10E) 

Incantation 

*Forgotten Fire 

*Private Peaceful 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*All teachers instruct this work 

Emphasis: Standards 1 & 3 
Information & Understanding; 

Critical Analysis & Evaluation: 

Develop a research report using several sources. Along the 

road to the final project, students will: 

• write generative questions to get started & to give the 
project direction & focus;  

• take copious notes, distinguishing between relevant 
and irrelevant details; 

• write précis; 
• condense, combine, or categorize new info 

from the many sources; 
• develop graphic organizers to help make sense of all 

the info, all the research data; 
• draw conclusions & make inferences on the basis of 

explicit & implied info  
• incorporate graphics into written products to enhance 

communication of information 
• paraphrase & use quotations correctly.  Include 

footnotes, citations, bibliography 

 

Critical Analysis & Evaluation: 
Several short thesis-support papers, including at least 

one timed 

 

•  Poetry memorization/perform 

•  Persuasive Speeches  

•  Character Silhouettes 

• Large and small group 

discussions about readings & 

about research topic 

• Sharing of drafts in peer-

editing groups 

• Large & small group 

discussions about author’s 

craft, including attention to the 

ways different authors treat 

the same (or at least similar) 

theme  

• Book- group discussions of 

and report to whole class on a 

focal author whose work the 

student has studied closely 

(i.e., has read and studied at 

least 3 different books and has 

looked up biographical 

information and some 

criticism) 
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How does literature ask the 
reader to take part in their 
world? 

Touchstone texts: 
*I Know Why the Caged Bird Sing 
*Edith Hamilton’s Mythology 
Much Ado About Nothing 
*Prentice Hall short stories & poetry 
 
 
 
 
 
*All teachers instruct this work 
 
 

Emphasis: Standards 1, 2 & 3 

 
Critical Analysis & Evaluation: 
Carefully craft effective, multi-paragraph persuasive 
letter or essay directed at an actual person (or persons) 
and dealing with a topic you actually care about, 
something where you would like to see results 
 
Literary Expression: Poetry & short fiction 
Write original literary texts with increasing 
sophistication & attention to voice & organizational 
structures  
• use literary devices, such as figurative 

language, allegory, irony, symbolism, & 
stream of consciousness 
• create multiple levels of meaning, with 

assistance 
• use language & sentence structure 

creatively to elicit reader’s emotional 
response 

 
  

Genre study in book groups: 
Decide on & explore particular 
genre as a group; discuss often; 
prepare & deliver presentation to 
whole class 
 
Author study: In small groups 
and as whole class, discuss 
distinguishing features of 
favorite authors, including the 
ways they handle plot, 
setting, characterization, 
themes, etc. 
 
 
Role playing as preparation for 
persuasive writing 
 
Whole-class & small-group 
discussions of readings & issues 
 
Spontaneous readings of “poems 
you’ve just gotta hear” 
 
Spoken word event: 
presentation/sharing of students’ 
poetry 
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Why is it important for people and cultures to 
construct narratives about their experiences? 
 
How does literature reveal the values of 
Native Americans and the Puritans? 
 
How did Native Americans explain their 
existence? 
 
How do different cultures shape definitions of 
good and evil? 
 
How have Native Americans and the Puritans 
helped to form and shape our collective 
identity as Americans?  
 
How does the literature of this period 
represent the relationship between freedom 
and responsibility?  
 
 

Touchstone texts will include: 
Various short stories & legends 
*from Prentice Hall American 
Literature 
 
Touchstone texts will include at 
least one of the following: 
*The Crucible  
*The Scarlet Letter  
* Rip Van Winkle 
Legend of Sleepy Hollow 
 
 
 
 
*All teachers instruct this work 
 

Emphasis: Standard 3 
 
Critical Analysis & 
Evaluation: 
• Essay analyzing & evaluating 

the social, cultural, historical 
&/or political context in 
which the text was written 

 
• Essay articulating opinions & 

judgments about literary 
works and supporting these 
judgments with references 
from the text, from other 
texts, from the world beyond 
the text. Emphasis here may 
be on analysis of character & 
setting, author’s craft, etc. 
May also compare works 
from different cultural 
traditions 

 
• Assorted short writing 

assignments in response to 
provocative passages, 
including at least one timed 
writing that mirrors the 
critical lens task 

Dramatic readings 
 
Whole-class & small-group 
discussions of touchstone & 
independent readings 
 
Discussion of essay drafts in 
peer-editing groups 
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•  What does American literature reveal about 
the origins of the culture and the writings of 
that time period? 

•  
• How do the Romantic writer’s works reflect 

American views? 
 
• How does this literature reveal the American 

values of the time and today? 
 
• How does literature reflect the political, 

social, historical and romantic nature of a 
time & a place?  

Touchstone texts may include: 
Various short stories & documents 
pertaining to the forming of a 
Nation. 
 
Touchstone texts may include: 
 
Huckleberry Finn 
Knickerbockers History 
Natty Bumpo 
*Thanatopsis 
The Strange Lady 
 
*Bryant’s Poetry 
*To A Waterfall 
 
 
 
*All teachers instruct this work 

Emphasis: Standards 2 & 3 
 
Critical Analysis & Evaluation: 

• Essay comparing and 
evaluating the ways different 
authors treat a subject or a 
common theme  

 
• Essay analyzing “regional 

flavor” in authors’ writings 
 
• Assorted short writing 

assignments in response to 
provocative passages, 
including at least one timed 
writing that mirrors the critical 
lens task 

 
 

Poetry recitation 
 
Interpretive readings of dramatic 
passages 
 
Whole-class & small-group 
discussions 
 
Discussions about drafts in peer-
editing groups 
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What is a “human right”? 
 
What is “The American Dream”? Is it 
achievable?  
 
What’s the relationship between Power and 
Justice? 
 
If you could “speak truth to power,” what truth 
would you try to speak?  
 
Must a book have a social conscience in order 
to be “Literature” (as opposed to “just a 
book”)? 
 

Touchstone texts may 
include: 
The Pearl 
*Death of a Salesman 
Ethan Frome 
*Of Mice and Men 
*Streetcar Named Desire 
*Great Gatsby 
*Our Town 
Catcher in the Rye  
 
 
 
*All teachers instruct this work 
 
 
 
 
 

Emphasis: Standards 2 & 3 
 
Critical Analysis & Evaluation: 
• Form opinions & make 

judgments about literary works; 
support these judgments with 
references from the text, from 
other texts, from the world 
beyond the text. Emphasis here 
may be on analysis of character 
& setting, author’s craft, etc 

 
Literary Response & Expression: 

o Essay analyzing the relevance 
of literature to contemporary 
&/or personal events & 
situations 

 
o Assorted short writing 

assignments in response to 
provocative passages, including 
at least one timed writing that 
mirrors the critical lens task 

 
Maintain Readers Response 
Journals 

Poetry Recitation 
 
Interpretive readings of dramatic 
passages 
 
Whole-class & small-group 
discussions 
 
Discussions about drafts in peer-
editing groups 
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What can we learn from adversity? 
 
What tensions exist between the needs of 
individuals and the needs of society writ large?  
 
What can the pain of others teach us? 
 
How do people deal with loss? 

Touchstone texts: 
*Tuesdays With Morrie  
Fences 
*Beloved  
*Hamlet  
Lesson Before Dying 
*Things They Carried 
* TheirEyes Were Watching God 
 
 
 
 
*All teachers instruct this work 

Emphasis: Standards 2 & 3 
 
Critical Analysis & Evaluation: 
• Form opinions & make 

judgments about literary works; 
support these judgments with 
references from the text, from 
other texts, from the world 
beyond the text. Emphasis here 
may be on analysis of character 
& setting, author’s craft, etc 

 
Literary Response & Expression: 

o Essay analyzing the relevance 
of literature to contemporary 
&/or personal events & 
situations 

 
o Assorted short writing 

assignments in response to 
provocative passages, including 
at least one timed writing that 
mirrors the critical lens task 

 
 

Poetry recitation 
 
Debates 
 
Interpretive readings of dramatic 
passages 
 
Whole-class & small-group 
discussions 
 
Discussions about drafts in peer-
editing groups 
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What cultural values are 
reflected in the quests of 
literature’s epic heroes and 
modern anti-heroes?  
 
What is a hero? An epic 
hero? An epic? Are epic 
heroes still relevant in 
contemporary literature? 
How are heroes defined in 
various modern texts (e.g. in 
film, online games, 
literature)  
 
What “counts” as a quest in 
contemporary literature? 
 

Touchstone texts may include two of the 
following: 
*Beowulf (Sacred text) 
*Sir Gawain & the Green Knight  
*Le Morte D’Arthur 
 
Possible Theme-Related Texts for Reading 
Groups or Independent Reading: 
 
*“The Canterbury Tales” 
 *    The Prologue 
  *  The Nun’s Priest’s Tale 
   *  The Pardoner’s Tale 
 
“The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle” 
 
 
*All teachers instruct this work 
 
 

Emphasis: Standards 2 & 3 
 
Critical Analysis & Evaluation: 
• Make judgments about the 

quality of literary texts & 
performances by applying 
personal & academic criteria, 
such as that found in literary 
criticism 

Literary Response & Expression: 

• Write an imaginative text that 
incorporates in some way the 
idea of a quest, as understood 
from this unit’s readings. Settle 
on and maintain an appropriate 
and consistent point of view:  1st, 
2nd, 3rd person, omniscient 
narrator. Extra challenge: Offer 
this up in some alternative form, 
such as a digital story (e.g., 
iMovie), a graphic novel, a video 

 
Maintain Reader’s Response 
Journals 
 

Discussions (whole-class & 
small-group) of readings 
 
Discussions of drafts in peer-
editing group 
 
Presentation of original stories 
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• What do characters learn from 
life experiences? 

• • What kind of conflicts, 
difficulties or challenges seem 
especially helpful for youth on 
the road to adulthood? 

• What key moments, events or 
Situations impact one’s life? 

Touchstone Texts may include: 
Ordinary People 
*Brighton Beach Memoirs 
 
Possible Theme-Related Texts for 
Reading Groups or Independent 
Reading: 
 
*Ellen  Foster 
*The Glass Menagerie 
 
 
 
*All teachers instruct this work 

 Emphasis: Standards 2 & 3 
 
•   Creative Writing: Vignettes, 
dialogues, interior monologues, etc 
•   Media Review/Critique 
•   Character Analysis 
•   Character Sketches 
 
Maintain Reader’s Response 
Journals 

Discussions (whole-class & small-
group) of readings 
 
Discussions of drafts in peer-editing 
group 
 
Presentation/sharing of character 
sketch 
 
Display or publication of reviews 
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• Why is it important to understand 
and defend one’s civil rights? 

• Discuss the way characters teach 
us about societal issues 

• Why is it important to be an 
informed, participating member 
of society? 

• What motivates man to act in 
selfish self-destructive ways?  
• How does a character’s tragic 

flaw influence his/her decisions 
and ultimately their destiny? 

Touchstone texts will include two of the 
following: 

*Macbeth (sacred, all) 
*Fahrenheit 451  
*Dead Man Walking 
  
Possible Theme-Related Texts for 
Reading Groups or Independent 
Reading: 
 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 
Brave New World 
Related short stories 
 
 
 
 
*All teachers instruct this work 
 

Emphasis: Standards 1, 2 & 3 
 
Information and Understanding: 
• Research on topic related to 

independent or group reading, with 
connections to touchstone text 

• Charts, graphs, diagrams to support 
and illustrate text 

 
Literary Response & Expression: 

• Write original and imaginative 
texts, including poems 

 
 
Critical Analysis & Evaluation: 

• Develop critiques from one or more 
perspectives such as historical, 
cultural, social, psychological 

• Character analysis 
 
 
Maintain Reader’s Response 
Journals 

•  Debates 
 
•  Present opinions, judgments, ideas, 
info, experiences 
 
•  Share research w/ the aid of 
presentation software (e.g., 
PowerPoint, iWork Keynote) 
 
•  Present poetry 
 
•  Whole-class & small-group 
discussions 
 
•  Discussions of drafts in per-editing 
groups 
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What does literary nonfiction 
demand of a writer that is different 
from fiction? How does literary 
nonfiction ask the writer to “be” in 
the world or to attend to the world? 
 
What does literary nonfiction ask 
of a reader that is different from 
fiction or from more “mundane” or 
“pedestrian” nonfiction? 
 
What are the literacy demands of 
the worlds of work?  
 
 

Independent & small-group reading 
from one or a mix of the following 
groups of writers (feel free to add 
names) 
 
 
*Prentice Hall  
 
*British Literature Poetry Unit 
 
Independent and small group reading 
for the following poets: 
 
• T. S. Elliot 
• William Butler Yeats 
• Dylan Thomas and others 
 
 
 
 
 
*All teachers instruct this work 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emphasis: Standards 1, 2 & 3 
Critical Analysis & Evaluation: 
 
Literary Expression: Poetry: 
 
• Write original poems with 

attention to voice and 
organization 

• Use literary devices, such as 
similes, metaphor, irony and 
symbolism 

• Use language and sentence 
structure in a creative manner 

• Elicit an emotional response 
from your audience 

Interviews 
 
Discussions (whole-class & small-
group) of readings 
 
Discussions of drafts in peer-editing 
group 
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